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NAYS—10
Barrasso Cornyn Inhofe
Bunning Crapo Kyl
Burr DeMint
Coburn Enzi
NOT VOTING—14
Brown Kennedy Tester
Coleman McCain Thune
Ensign Murkowski Vitter
Graham Obama Wicker
Gregg Pryor
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SANDERS). On this vote, the yeas are 76,
the nays are 10. Three-fifths of the Sen-
ators duly chosen and sworn having
voted in the affirmative, the motion is
agreed to.

Mr. KYL. I move to reconsider the
vote and to lay that motion on the
table.

The motion to lay on the table was

agreed to.

Mr. KYL. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

STAFF SERGEANT TRAVIS K. HUNSBERGER

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life of SSG Travis K. Hunsberger from
Goshen, IN. Travis was 24 years old
when he lost his life on June 27, 2008, in
Tarin Kowt, Afghanistan, from injuries
sustained from an improvised explosive
device. He was a member of the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group of
Fort Bragg, NC.

Today, I join Travis’ family and
friends in mourning his death. Travis
will forever be remembered as a hus-
band, son, brother, friend, and soldier.
He is survived by his loving wife Han-
nah; his parents Steve and Ronda
Hunsberger; his sister Kelsey; and his
brother Kyle.

Travis graduated from Northwood
High School in 2002 and attended Ball
State for 2 years before enlisting. A
family man, Travis invited his parents
to Fort Bragg to witness a reenact-
ment of his wedding. Travis had served
once before in Afghanistan and sus-
tained an injury, yet he never wavered
in his commitment to his country or to
the U.S. Armed Forces. Prior to Travis’
redeployment, his father, Steve
Hunsberger, told a local reporter that
Travis had a choice of being on an ‘“‘A
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team” or a ‘B team,” with the A team
serving in a ‘‘more dangerous realm.”’
Travis, unwavering in his bravery,
chose the ““A”’ team. His dedication to
his country ‘‘is what brought him his
greatest happiness,” Kent Norr, asso-
ciate pastor at Wakarusa Missionary
Church, said. These words illustrate
the passion Travis had for serving this
nation, and his memory will endure
through the many lives he touched.

While we struggle to express our sor-
row over this loss, we can take pride in
the example Travis set. Today and al-
ways, Travis will be remembered by
family, friends and fellow Hoosiers as a
true American hero, and we cherish the
sacrifice he made while dutifully serv-
ing his country.

As I search for words to do justice to
this valiant fallen soldier, I recall
President Abraham Lincoln’s words as
he addressed the families of soldiers
who died at Gettysburg: ‘“We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.”” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as we can take
some measure of solace in knowing
that Travis’ heroism and memory will
outlive the record of the words here
spoken.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Travis K. Hunsberger in the RECORD
of the U.S. Senate for his service to
this country and for his profound com-
mitment to freedom, democracy and
peace. When I think about this struggle
in which we are engaged, and the im-
measurable pain that comes with so
great a loss, I pray that Travis’ family
can find comfort in the words of the
prophet Isaiah who said, ‘‘He will swal-
low up death in victory; and the Lord
God will wipe away tears from off all
faces.”

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with Travis.

STAFF SERGEANT JAMES P. SNYDER

Mr. President, I also rise today with
a heavy heart to honor the life of the
brave staff sergeant from Nappanee,
IN. James Snyder, 48 years old, died on
May 10, 2008, at Fort Benning, GA, from
injuries sustained in January from a
roadside bomb explosion in Baghdad,
Iraq. With an optimistic future before
him, James risked everything to fight
for the values Americans hold close to
our hearts, in a land halfway around
the world.

For James, military service was a
family tradition. His family has val-
iantly served in the military since
World War I, and James was proud to
take up that mantle. Originally from
Columbus, IN, James was a lifelong
Hoosier. He graduated from Wawassee
High School and joined the Armed
Forces in 1989. A career soldier, James
was on his 3rd tour of duty in Iraq
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when he was injured. He also served in
Operation Desert Storm in 2005.

Those who knew James best recall a
patriotic man who loved history. He
was devoted to his family and cared
deeply for his fellow soldiers. During
his time at Fort Benning, he often
spoke of his need to return to Iraq to
take care of his comrades. His great ex-
ample of service and character inspired
his two nephews, Jeremiah Mench and
Steven Keller, to enlist in the Army.

Today, I join James’ family and
friends in mourning his death. James
will forever be remembered as a loving
husband, father, son, brother, and
friend to many. He is survived by his
wife Christine Hochstetler; his children

Dourlas, Karlene, and Joseph; his
mother Donna; his brothers David,
Daniel, and Paul; and his sisters

Lorree, Laura, and Neva.

While we struggle to bear our sorrow
over this loss, we can also take pride in
the example he set, bravely fighting to
make the world a safer place. It is his
courage and strength of character that
people will remember when they think
of James, a memory that will burn
brightly during these continuing days
of conflict and grief. Today and always,
James will be remembered by family
members, friends and fellow Hoosiers
as a true American hero, and we honor
the sacrifice he made while dutifully
serving his country.

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring James’ sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘“We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of James’ actions will
live on far longer that any record of
these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of James P. Snyder in the RECORD of
the U.S. Senate for his service to this
country and for his profound commit-
ment to freedom, democracy and peace.
When I think about this just cause in
which we are engaged, and the pain
that comes with the loss of our heroes,
I hope that James’ family can find
comfort in the words of the prophet
Isaiah who said, ‘“‘He will swallow up
death in victory; and the Lord God will
wipe away tears from off all faces.”

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with James.

———

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES
Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid-
June, I asked Idahoans to share with
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by
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the hundreds. The stories, numbering
over 1,000, are heartbreaking and
touching. To respect their efforts, I am
submitting every e-mail sent to me
through energy_prices@crapo.senate
.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
This is not an issue that will be easily
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to
meet everyday expenses, but also have
suggestions and recommendations as to
what Congress can do now to tackle
this problem and find solutions that
last beyond today. I ask unanimous
consent to have today’s letters printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
Record, as follows:

Sen. Crapo: Thanks for your inquiry into
my response to rising fuel prices. I have
changed my job so I can more easily bicycle
to work and I do so nearly every day. Beyond
that, no changes for me! Personally, I think
fuel prices rising a few bucks more would be
a great thing, and in Republican market
economy thought, let the market determine
the price!

I think increases in nuclear energy would
be a very poor idea considering current tech-
nology and waste storage issues. I would,
however, support resumption of research
into the Integral Fast Reactor at the INL.

Increased production from the ANWR is
also a bad idea. This is doing nothing but
wasting choice American oil supplies when
they may be truly needed later. It would, of
course, increase the profit margins of the oil
companies. Exploit the tar sands and oil
shales while prices are high enough to make
them economically viable.

I'm fully supportive of increased funding of
alternative energy systems and mass transit.
I applaud your efforts to bring AMTRAK
back to Boise. Rising fuel prices will also en-
sure that more people use public transpor-
tation.

I believe that our best efforts (and perhaps
an increase in fuel taxes would be necessary)
should be to find new and improved energy
STORAGE systems. Solar, wind, tide and
other renewables supply more than enough
energy, but they are intermittant at best.
Improved storage systems could fix that.
How about a Hoover Dam-sized project to
build a giant turbine (or 2 or 3) in the Gulf
Stream off the coast of Florida?

Conservation of America’s vital natural re-
sources is paramount. Just look to the oil
booms of Ohio and Pennsylvania in the 1870s
for a bit of guidance. When the resources are
used up, they are gone forever. What is more
important, short-term profit or long-term
prosperity? The U.S. needs to be at the world
forefront of energy, not stuck in a 1950s oil-
powered economy!

Best of luck, Senator.

JOHN, Boise.

Hello, I am an under-employed degreed
person. I became a single mother about 8
years ago. I have a college degree in general
science, and an Associate’s degree in Horti-
cultural Sciences. I was a pre-med student
for the first four years of my college life.
Currently I do not have a job at all. During
the school year, I work part-time in the local
school system as a ‘‘para-professional,”
which means I will never be employed full-
time by the school system, but I will be ex-
pected to go over and above for my students,
which I do! I gladly work extra to ensure the
school is a safe, caring place with an envi-
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ronment for learning. The school is a rural,
“‘one-room” school in Clearwater County. It
is absolutely a wonderful place!!! I do so wish
I could be making a living during the years
of employment here, but the pay is very low,
and not a living wage, as the local job serv-
ice people say.

I feel education is the key for the success
of the upcoming generation of young people.
Obviously, I have financial challenges. I also
have six children, who I have home-schooled,
and also enrolled them in public school for
the last few years, usually when they reach
high school. I was certified in secondary ed
years ago, and have not had the resources to
re-establish that certification. I also think it
is important to acclimatize the student to
the big world outside the home. I have been
successful with them. Three of my sons at-
tend, or have attended, the University of
Idaho. One son is stationed in Iraq, since No-
vember, 2007, which has been a learning expe-
rience for everyone around us. My other two
are still in school, and as most of the others
are straight A students. One is even thinking
of applying to West Point next year. I think
he can do whatever he sets his mind in mo-
tion to accomplish.

My experience with the gasoline/petroleum
crisis is that I am spending so much on gaso-
line to transport myself, my kids, and ac-
complish daily tasks that little is left for
life. I love visiting my boys in Moscow. The
price is now prohibiting much of that, unless
I make an excuse. I miss my boys, and they
cannot afford to come see me!! They make
very little between classes, and the high
price to just go visit Mom is too much of a
chunk out of their minimum incomes. I re-
member when I worked in high school and
college, buying gas was not something you
had to spend most of your money on. The
price was low enough that you just filled up,
not worrying about working three days to af-
ford your tank of gas!!! How can they, or my-
self, ever get ahead????

I feel that Congress should be moving for-
ward on finding other methods of energy for
the vehicle. I do not think releasing petrol
reserves or more drilling is the answer. We
should be thinking of the future with minor
dependence on oil. Our country has been
trained to live in our cars and, while that is
not bad, we need to find another way to fuel
them. I personally do not think forcing ev-
eryone to live in town is the answer. I would
never survive in a town, I need my open
spaces. I also could pursue more education,
but the colleges are becoming farther out of
reach because people will not be able to af-
ford to go. That is not right. I should not
have to accept unsatisfactory employment
to live out of town. The out-of-towners are
where much of the brains of the world come
from. If it keeps going like it is, I will not
even be able to get to the grocery store,
much less into town to purchase gasoline! I
won’t even be able to get to a job, because
my job is out of town! What about the farm-
ers who make their living, and also make
America run, they should not be punished
because they are from out of town. It could
become an elitist society again. No doubt
this problem could divide America as never
before.

I heard today that Boise, Idaho, was named
as the second most livable town in the coun-
try. I have only lived here for 14 years, but
I am happy to hear that. I feel Idaho is a
wonderful place to live. I would like to see
that continue. There are those of us, a big
number, who would be in serious crisis, if the
price of energy, even just gas continues to
spiral upward. I am not sure what will hap-
pen. We are also rural we have no TV recep-
tion, and only dial-up internet. I can see a
lot of people who will be in a world of hurt
as they say. We have not had time to make
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disaster plans for this. This could be a life-
altering crisis that has the potential to be as
great a disaster as any naturally caused.
Local law enforcement could be greatly
taxed with people asking for assistance for
day to day survival.

I really believe that developing the new
technologies for energy usage will be the key
to America and Idaho’s success. We must
think of the future, and I believe less depend-
ence on o0il, smarter cars, and using re-
sources with extreme caution is the only
way to ensure next generations of Americans
that our nation is as great as it has ever
been.

Thank you for your time,

SHARON, Orofino.

Senator Crapo: I am a single woman of 87,
raising a 10-year-old great grandson who
lives in Boise, Idaho. Now Idaho Power has
gotten another raise and that along with
over $4.00 a gallon for fuel, I now either have
gas to get to the store or medicine. With a
10-year-old, food is most important. (No reg-
ular bus service; besides it costs $2.00 to go
to and from the closest grocery store by
bus.) I sold my car and the pickup that be-
longed to my late husband (1992 Ford) and,
with the help of my grandson, my church,
and the Kia dealer in Nampa, I have a small
car that gets around town but not good
enough that if one of my children in Hammet
or Jerome were to become seriously ill. I
would be afraid to drive it that far. I now
have an automobile that I am afraid will
break down instead of a dependable one all
because of the price of fuel.

Question is why was Idaho Power allowed
to let Washington Power and Light take the
power from the power plant at Lucky Peak
for less than it costs the citizens of Idaho per

Along with this I have worked all of my
life and paid into Social Security. I worked
for a doctor who did not pay the taxes which
he was required to and now my check is ap-
proximately $300.00 less than it would have if
he would have paid in those six years. He has
since retired and taken out bankruptcy, and
those of us who he shorted are not going to
get anything because his attorney was al-
lowed to prolong any legal action over the
time limit. Now Social Security is going to
take over 186.00 from my check to pay for in-
surance, which is not going to pay any of my
bills. Yet they are allowed to automatically
to deduct this. Have you ever tried to feed
yourself, a ten-year-old, pay property taxes
and buy medicine on $517.00 a month?

Probably not, and all of the good Senators
and Representatives will never know because
they do not, from my information, fall under
Social Security.

I am sending this; however, I am sure it
will not do any good. After all the last time
that I contacted you, nothing came of it and
further I got penalized 1 per cent of my
check for doing so. I wish every Congressmen
and government official would have to live
for just 6 months like over 46% of the Amer-
ican people do.

MARY, Boise.

P.S. Please have your staff continue to
waste money sending me and many others
who have come to you for help asking us to
donate to your cause.

Dear Senator Mike Crapo: Thank you so
much for the opportunity to share my
thoughts with you. I do think your asking
for stories from people is an excellent idea.

Many decisions we make can seem O.K. at
the time, but then actions outside our con-
trol can turn those decisions into problems.
Like deciding where we want to live. While
gas was cheap, families decided they wanted
big houses outside the city and then would
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commute into Boise. Now that so many peo-
ple have moved out of town, it is like flush-
ing good money and good air away as people
drive back into town to work. Instead of
spending money on adding two more lanes on
the freeway, money should go to provide
more options to get people out of their cars.
I have a friend who used to be in a van pool,
but then the people in her group moved and
now she cannot get back into a different van
pool.

We did decide to live close enough to our
work (3 to 6 miles) that we are able to bike
and save gas. But even we feel the rise from
gas prices because so much of what we pur-
chase depends on gas, and so what we buy
from food to clothes have gone up in price.
And the more I read, the more I realize that
we should not be going into ethanol produc-
tion from corn. This causes more problems
than it helps.

We really need to say as a country that we
will work on this energy issue together. We
need to start conserving as much as possible.
Building ‘‘green’ should not just be a nice
add-on option. Any new building should be
required to be as energy efficient as possible
and government money should be invested in
research to make buildings even better.

America needs to stand up and say we can
do this, we can be creative and get out of our
gasoline rut. We need to help people on the
fringe who are on fixed on low incomes. But
for people who make poor and selfish deci-
sions on their driving habits should have to
pay for that. So for those people, gas prices
are too cheap. We do not even pay the true
cost of gasoline in regards to the environ-
ment or human health issues. We truly need
a new vision and will power.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

ANNETTE, Boise.

I am an over-the-road truckdriver, and
these fuel prices are killing us. Back East
and out West, we are seeing fuel prices up to-
ward $5.00 a gal. Where is it going to stop?
We need to drill in ANWR, and off our East
and West coasts. And we need more refin-
eries. It seems to be like Washington, D.C.
does not care for the working class people
anymore. They just see us as an endless path
to money. Take from us all they can then
forget us and sell us out to the highest bid-
der. Where will it stop?

ROGER, Chubbuck.

Dear Mike: I am a semi-retired person. I
work at a bagel-deli at almost Eagle Road,
since I live in Boise, and only live 2-mile
from BSU, I drive 12 miles each way to work.
Since I make $8.50 an hour, and it costs me
$4.00 (my truck gets 22 miles per gallon), to
go to work, it is far more difficult than it
was as $2.50 a gallon for fuel.

I am 62 years old. I have always believed in
all renewable resources. I cannot believe
that people think that nuclear fuel is unsafe,
plus the fact that we aren’t accessing our
0il?

Best regards,

BoyD, Boise.

Dear Senator Crapo—I am at a loss to un-
derstand why Congress chose to support eth-
anol instead of hydrogen fuel. The vehicles
have been developed, have clean emissions,
and it seems practical since hydrogen is
abundant. However, hydrogen fuel pumps
will have to be installed around the country
before the general public can buy and use
these vehicles. This is something that Con-
gress can and should support.

I am so opposed to ethanol. It can’t be
transported via the current fuel lines, be-
cause of its corrosiveness. There is a world
food shortage, and none of our farmland
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should be used to grow fuel instead of food.
Ethanol gets lower mileage, and frankly, I do
not like having even 10% ethanol fuel in my
engine. Ethanol is not the solution to our
fuel problems.

Electric cars, while cleaner, still need a
valuable resource (electricity) to operate.

Energy credits are really good. Hopefully,
there is something in the tax code for devel-
opers of alternate sources of energy (solar,
wind, thermal, etc.). I also am in favor of nu-
clear energy. The European countries are
certainly using that. I know that nuclear
waste is an issue, but I think it is one that
can be solved.

This is not a ‘‘story,” but I took the oppor-
tunity to express my opinion about this.

DIANA.

Dear Senator Crapo, I have a gift and
awards business in Moscow, ID where we en-
grave various items (most of which are made
in China), and are experiencing increasing
freight prices for all our received items.
Freight rates are changing every day not
only for delivery, but for other items we pur-
chase used in our business. My employees are
feeling the high gasoline prices commuting
to work, and are looking for some sort of re-
lief from me. This will drive up my cost of
doing business and I will have to pass this
cost on to my customers which in turn will
be passed on to everyone.

I am glad that you sent out this e-mail re-
questing a response to high gasoline prices. I
commend your position on this issue. I am
sending out e-mails to all my elected offi-
cials stating that if you don’t support a na-
tional energy policy (drilling, nuclear ) then
I will do everything in my power to replace
you the next election. It’s time that the peo-
ple take back their government. Like it says
‘“We the people’” . . . An intelligent, respon-
sible representative of the people will get on
board and do what he or she is getting paid
for, representing the people not just special
interest.

I want to encourage you to spread the word
that ‘“We the people” are getting sick and
tired of not being represented as we request
be. People that I see on a daily basis agree
that this country is going down hill not even
sideways. We are in trouble economically
with loss of our manufacturing base, no posi-
tive energy policy will jeopardize our entire
way of life in the U.S. and will set us up
eventually for a war we don’t want.

Please carry the banner, inform your col-
leagues and let’s get this country on the
right track again! ‘“We the people’’, love this
country.

Sincerely,

DICK.

Mr. Crapo, Thank you for standing up to
Senate and demanding something be done on
our behalf. Rest assured I will remember
those that did come election time. There is
no reason why we can not explore our own
sources of energy instead of sending our tax
dollars to other countries.

As for how it has affected my family. We
bought a camper and pickup truck last year
to take family vacations and see this beau-
tiful country of ours. With the rise in gas
prices we are limiting ourselves to travel
only where one tank of gas can get us. We
had planned trips to Yellowstone, Las Vegas,
the redwoods in California and Washington
State. All those trips are cancelled as we
have to stay close to home. It is so bad right
now that I cancelled attending my nephews
wedding in Washington because the gas
prices there are worse than ours.

We used to go to Meridian (we live in
Kuna) once a week for groceries and to go
out to dinner. We now do like we used to
when we lived in Cascade. We go to Meridian
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once a month for groceries and rarely go out
to dinner because of fuel cost. My wife and I
have even discussed trading the Dodge Du-
rango that she loves and buying a small car
for her commute.

While I understand that there are coun-
tries out there that have it worse than us
but this is supposed to be the greatest and
yet we can not even provide our citizens with
our own energy. We at the whim of the Arab
controlled oil and I see it only getting worse
if we do not do something now.

Thank you again.

TIM AND AMANDA.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING JOSE ANTONIO
DIAZ

o Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of Yolo County Sheriff’s Deputy
Jose Antonio ‘“Tony’” Diaz, who was
tragically killed in the line of duty on
June 15, 2008.

Tony Diaz was born in Jacona, Mex-
ico, on September 20, 1970, and immi-
grated to the United States with his
family when he was 4 years old. His
family settled in Dixon, CA, where he
graduated from Dixon High School in
1989.

Tony Diaz’s family instilled a strong
work ethic in him from a young age. As
a teenager, he worked in agricultural
fields in the summer. Shortly following
his graduation from high school, Tony
went to work for the California Human
Development Corporation where he
worked to assist farm workers, and was
soon promoted to the corporate office.
Tony’s strong skills with computers
led him to a position in the Yolo Coun-
ty Information Technology Depart-
ment in 1999 where an assignment with
the Sheriff’s Department piqued his in-
terest in law enforcement. Tony put
himself through the Yuba College Po-
lice Academy and became a sheriff’s
deputy in 2004.

As a dedicated member of the Yolo
County Sheriff’s Department, Deputy
Diaz served with pride for 4 years in
several areas including court security,
transportation and patrol.

Deputy Diaz will be remembered as a
loving son, a proud father of three
daughters, a devoted friend, and re-
spected colleague.

Jose Antonio Diaz’s brave service and
commitment to public safety will not
be forgotten.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO JACKIE LEE HOUSTON

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, recently
in Palm Springs, CA, hundreds of peo-
ple gathered to honor the fine work of
Jackie Lee Houston, and to see the
plans unveiled for a new plaza to be
built in her honor. I am very pleased to
ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the important work and con-
tributions of Jackie Lee Houston.
During the ceremony, Palm Springs
Mayor Steve Pougnet pointed out the
amazing contributions of Jackie Lee
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